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the Stillwater Area Community Center in Still-
water, New York. The Community Center's
mission is to improve the quality of life in the
Stillwater community.

The Community Center offers programs and
activities for children and adults of all ages,
which include recreational and physical activi-
ties in their popular and well-used gym.
Through their before and after school pro-
grams, summer swim lessons and transpor-
tation options, the Center provides a safe
place for all to gather, even during disasters,
when it serves as an emergency shelter. The
Center is also utilized as a location for public
forums, enabling Stillwater residents to be ac-
tive and informed citizens.

To celebrate their years of service to the
community, the Center's 25th Anniversary
Open House will be an opportunity for Still-
water residents to participate in a wide range
of activities. Since the Center is home to the
village and town historians, residents will have
the opportunity to learn about the history of
Stillwater and the growth of the Community
Center over the past 25 years.

Congratulations to the Stillwater Area Com-
munity Center as it celebrates its 25th anniver-
sary. | want to wish the Center and the Village
of Stillwater continued success in the future.

RECOGNIZING TECHNICAL  SER-
GEANT BONNY WILLIAMS, USAF,
RETIRED

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 26, 2016

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor the life of Technical Sergeant
Bonny Emanuel Williams, USAF, Retired.

Bonny Williams began his military service in
1955 in the United States Air Force as a Lo-
gistics Plan Clerk. During his time in the Air
Force, Mr. Williams served all over the world
on various military assignments. In 1975, after
twenty years of exemplary service to our na-
tion, Mr. Williams retired from the Air Force.

After his retirement, Mr. Williams attended
City University of Seattle and earned a Bach-
elor of Science in business management
under the Post Vietnam Era Veterans Edu-
cational Assistance Program. Mr. Williams was
also active in his community and worked tire-
lessly to serve the veteran’s community. He
was involved with the American Legion and
was a member of the Veterans of Foreign War
(VFW) Post for 44 years.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that |
recognize the life of Technical Sergeant Bonny
Emanuel Williams, USAF, Retired and his
service to his country and community. His ac-
complishments and contributions will never be
forgotten, and he will be greatly missed.

COMMEMORATING SADDLEBACK
COLLEGE ON ITS SCIENCES
BUILDING

HON. MIMI WALTERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 26, 2016

Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California. Mr.
Speaker, on behalf of myself and Representa-
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tive DARRELL ISSA, | congratulate Saddleback
College on its new Sciences Building, a
52,897 square foot state-of-the-art facility de-
signed to encourage research and innovation.

Under the leadership of Dr. Tod A. Burnett,
23 full-time faculty, 41 part-time faculty, and
11 staff members will support Saddleback’s
science programs, which include a record en-
roliment of more than 3,000 students this year.

The building’s lobby features an Albert Ein-
stein quote: “We cannot solve our problems
with the same thinking we used to create
them.” This exemplifies the innovative ap-
proach to learning the building will facilitate.

A well-educated, well-trained workforce is
essential to keeping the United States com-
petitive on a global stage. Saddleback Col-
lege’s new facility will serve Californians well
as the need for employees educated in the
STEM fields continues to grow.

We congratulate Saddleback College on its
new Sciences Building, and we look forward to
seeing its students’ contributions to the com-
munity.

———

HONORING BETHEL ASSOCIATION
OF UNITED BAPTIST CHURCHES
OF JESUS CHRIST CELEBRATING
ITS 200TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 26, 2016

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Bethel Association of
United Baptist Churches of Jesus Christ cele-
brating its 200th anniversary.

A group of settlers to the Missouri Territory
organized the first Baptist Church west of the
Mississippi on July 19, 1806 near what is now
Jackson, Missouri. Ten years later, six church-
es came together to form the Bethel Associa-
tion. In 1834, at Pendleton Church in St. Fran-
cois County, the Bethel Association accepted
the term “United Baptist.” The organization
has continued to meet every year since its
founding—except during the four years of the
Civil War. The Bethel Association has estab-
lished 87 churches throughout Missouri, llli-
nois, and Arkansas and there have been 250
ordained ministers in the organization to date.

The Bethel Association today is made up of
11 churches and approximately 850 members
in the Missouri counties of St. Francois, Madi-
son, Ste. Genevieve, Wayne, Crawford and
Iron.

For 200 years of spreading the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, it is my privilege to recognize the
Bethel Association of United Baptist Churches
today before the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

OVERLOOKING AL-QAEDA

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 26, 2016

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, back in
2012, the President told the American people
that al-Qaeda was ‘“decimated.” Two years
later, the President touted U.S. success in
“taking out terrorists who threaten us” in
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places like Somalia and Yemen, both coun-
tries with strong and active al-Qaeda
branches. Look at those countries now: Soma-
lia's al-Shabaab continues its terror campaign
against Somali and AMISOM troops, and
Yemen’s rebel conflict has breathed new life
into al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula
(AQAP).

The problem with this Administration’s as-
sertions of success is that they fundamentally
misunderstood al-Qaeda’s strategy in light of
the loud-mouthed tactics of its terrorist spinoff,
ISIS. The two terrorist organizations seek the
same end goal: the establishment of an Is-
lamic state where only their strict interpretation
of Islamic law is tolerated. However, ISIS and
al-Qaeda disagree on the means to reach that
end. Al-Qaeda’s leaders and ideologues, in-
cluding Osama bin Laden, have always advo-
cated playing the long game: embedding itself
in local populations, building relationships, and
even allying with enemies and rivals in order
to achieve their goals. Winning over the hearts
and minds of local Muslim populations has al-
ways been the priority for al-Qaeda. ISIS, on
the other hand, believes that the establish-
ment of the caliphate is the supreme priority,
judging that force—instead of persuasion—can
garner the loyalty of local communities.

While ISIS was busy conquering vast
swaths of land in Syria and Iraq, al-Qaeda
was not simply sitting back and watching de-
jectedly. It was entrenching itself throughout
the Middle East, in Yemen, Syria, Libya and
Tunisia. Al-Qaeda leaders, while fundamen-
tally disagreeing with ISIS’ establishment of a
caliphate on Islamic legal grounds, also criti-
cized what they saw as ISIS overstretching its
resources. They were busy readying the
grounds for ISIS’ inevitable collapse and al-
Qaeda’s return to the spotlight. Unfortunately,
the Administration misunderstands this. While
focusing all of our attention on ISIS, we have
overlooked al-Qaeda and dismissed it as de-
feated. This is exactly what al-Qaeda wants:
the breathing room to grow stronger along
with the optics of appearing more moderate to
its extremist Muslim base than ISIS. Once
ISIS loses all its territory in Iraq and Syria, as
well as its fast shrinking base in Libya, it will
be left with nothing but a band of sympa-
thizers and a radical ideology. Al-Qaeda how-
ever will have developed deep ties to local
communities throughout the region, strength-
ened its operational capabilities, and emerge
more dangerous than ever.

Success against ISIS should only be judged
in the context of the global war on terror. Par-
tial success in one battlefield and total failure
in another will not be enough to ensure the
security of our homeland. We must go after al-
Qaeda now more than ever before it is too
late.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

TRIBUTE TO MORGAN COUNTY,
INDIANA

HON. TODD ROKITA

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, September 26, 2016

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and salute Morgan County, Indiana,
as the Indiana Bicentennial Torch is scheduled
to pass through the county on Friday, Sep-
tember 23, 2016.
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The county sits on the southern part of Indi-
ana’s Fourth Congressional District. It was es-
tablished in 1822 and named for General Dan-
iel Morgan, who defeated the British at the
Battle of Cowpens in the Revolutionary War.
The county seat is located in Martinsville, fa-
mous in the late nineteenth and early twen-
tieth centuries for the mineral springs located
in the region. Early settlers came predomi-
nantly from southern states, including southern
Quakers who settled near Mooresville be-
cause of their opposition to slavery. The coun-
ty is famous for being the birthplace of the In-
diana State Flag.

In this year of the Hoosier Bicentennial,
communities throughout the state are cele-
brating Indiana’s past and present through Bi-
centennial Legacy Projects. These projects
are generally, culturally inclusive, celebratory,
engaging and inspiring to youth and young
adults and create a legacy for the future. The
organizations responsible for the thirteen Leg-
acy Projects throughout the county are: Mor-
gan County Bicentennial Celebration Com-
mittee, Morgan County Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, Mooresville Redevelopment
Commission, MSD of Martinsville, Hoosier
Hikers Council, Kappa Kappa Kappa, Inc.
Delta lota Chapter, Art Sanctuary of Indiana,
Mooresville Public Library, Morgan County
Parks and Recreation, Morgan County Soil &
Water Conservation District, Delta Theta Tau,
Lambda Nu Mooresville Chapter, and the Mor-
gan County Fall Foliage Festival. Hoosiers
look forward to their enduring contribution to
our state’s legacy.

And on this day, Mr. Speaker, in the year in
which we are celebrating Indiana’s 200th birth-
day, | am proud to recognize Morgan County
for the contribution of its residents to the past,
present and future of Indiana’s history.

—————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 26, 2016

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for roll
call votes on Thursday, September 22, 2016.
Had | been present, | would have voted “nay”
on roll call votes 542, 543, 544 and 554. |
would have voted “yea” on roll call votes 545,
546, 547, 548, 549, 550, 551, 552, 553, 555
and 556.

CHINESE PROLIFERATION THREAT
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 26, 2016

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, as China’s
economic might has grown over the past 30
years, so too has its military prowess. And
while many are concerned about China’s ag-
gressive behavior in the South China Sea, we
must not forget about the threat they pose to
nuclear security.

Since 1987 China has increased its military
expenditures fivefold. Their military muscle in-
cludes upwards of 260 nuclear warheads and
roughly 60 nuclear-capable intercontinental
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ballistic missiles (ICBMs), not to mention an
upgraded ballistic missile delivery system.
China may have joined the IAEA and be party
to the Non-Proliferation Treaty, but actions
speak louder than words and China has a his-
tory of supplying nuclear technology to coun-
tries of proliferation concern.

We know that in the past China handed
over design instructions, including information
on warhead design, and fissile material to as-
sist the Pakistanis in the development of their
nuclear weapons. Even more recently it was
discovered that Pakistan has a new 2,750km
range Shaheen |l nuclear ballistic missile that
was carried on a 16-wheel transporter erector
launcher or TEL for short. Pakistan’s Shaheen
IIl TEL is uncannily similar to the ones created
by the China Aerospace Science and Industry
Corporation and a Chinese provided TEL to
North Korea’s new KN-08 ICBM. If Pakistan’s
new TEL was acquired from China this dem-
onstrates a highly concerning level of coopera-
tion between the two governments that could
directly threaten U.S. national security. Paki-
stan alone is a dangerous bedfellow, but if
China has thrown its weight behind the gov-
ernment in Islamabad we need to remain on
high alert for exchanges of sensitive nuclear
information.

To compound this threat to nuclear non-
proliferation, China’s most infamous client and
partner in Communism is its neighbor to the
east, North Korea. Pyongyang is estimated to
have enough plutonium for a dozen nuclear
weapons, and it is thought to be continuously
producing highly enriched uranium. North
Korea has conducted four nuclear tests and
numerous test-fires of ballistic missiles, includ-
ing intercontinental and submarine-launched
missiles. The missile launchers used in these
tests were made directly from Chinese de-
signs.

In the aftermath of North Korea’s belligerent
actions, China never fails to articulate its “dis-
appointment” in its neighbor. But this connec-
tion between North Korea’s nuclear missile ca-
pability and the Chinese government shows
that what China says publically is fundamen-
tally at odds with its real goals. China never
backs up this “disappointment” with real ac-
tion knowing full well that China is the only
country that wields any sort of influence over
the DPRK. China refuses to stringently en-
force sanctions aimed at curbing North Ko-
rea’s nuclear program and since China ac-
counts for 70 percent of North Korea’s trade
volume, these sanctions have little impact
without Beijing’s enforcement. When it comes
down to it, the Chinese government is essen-
tially allowing a dangerous nuclear state to
conduct tests unchecked.

China’s danger to the nuclear nonprolifera-
tion regime cannot go unnoticed. Given Chi-
na’s emerging military power, we must be
even more wary of China’s actions in the nu-
clear field. For the sake of our national secu-
rity we cannot afford to have the state-run
communist country pull the wool over our
eyes.

And that’s just the way it is.
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CONGRATULATING FELIX’S FA-
MOUS COOKIES ON ITS GRAND
OPENING OF THE NEW
MUNDELEIN MANUFACTURING
FACILITY

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 26, 2016

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate Felix and Laura Castillo on their
grand opening of Felix's Famous Cookies
manufacturing facility in Mundelein. As a small
business owner myself, | understand the need
to always grow and find ways to expand.
Laura and Felix did just that.

This family-owned company was founded by
six year old Felix Castillo, who shared his
mother’s passion for baking. It was not until
the passing of Grandmother Toni that Felix
and Laura were inspired to turn their passion
and inspiration into a business.

Felix's Famous Cookies goes beyond main-
taining a brand and generating profit. Laura
and Felix follow an important family tradition
by giving proceeds back to non-profit organi-
zations and to the less fortunate in our local
community.

Mr. Speaker, | am incredibly proud to rep-
resent Laura and Felix Castillo in the United
States Congress. | look forward to working
with them as they continue to succeed in their
business endeavors and positively impact our
community.

——
INTRODUCTION OF HOUSE CON-
CURRENT RESOLUTION EX-

PRESSING THE SENSE OF CON-
GRESS THAT THE PARTHENON
MARBLES SHOULD BE RE-
TURNED TO GREECE

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 26, 2016

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, | rise to introduce a Concurrent
Resolution expressing the sense of Congress
that the Parthenon Marbles, currently held in
the British Museum, should be returned to
Greece. Approximately 200 years ago, while
Greece was under Ottoman rule, the British
nobleman Thomas Bruce, seventh Earl of
Elgin removed over 100 pieces of sculptures
known as the Parthenon Marbles and trans-
ported them to the United Kingdom. The Mar-
bles were part of a frieze that adorned the
Temple of Athena. In 1816, the British Par-
liament voted to purchase the Marbles from
Lord Elgin and they now reside in the British
Museum. The other half of the Marbles that
comprise the frieze are in the New Acropolis
Museum in Athens alongside plaster replicas
of the Marbles that were taken. Despite years
of efforts by the Greek Government to retain
the Marbles, it has been unable to negotiate
an agreement with its British counterparts to
return the Marbles to Greece.

| am pleased that Members of the British
Parliament have recently introduced legislation
to transfer ownership of the Marbles back to
Greece and return these cherished artifacts to
their rightful home. The Parthenon marbles
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